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Bullpen giving Tribe grief
■ Cleveland and New York 
meet in Game 3 tonight

By SHELDON OCKER
K night-R idder N ew spapers  

CLEVELAND — Imagine this if you can.
Mike Hargrove crosses his fingers, picks up the 

phone to the bullpen and asks, “Any new guys show 
up out there lately?”

It hasn’t gotten to that point yet, but the man
ager of the Indians is getting muscle spasms from 
keeping a stiff upper lip.

In the first two games of the Division Series, 
the Indians’ relievers have compiled a set of num
bers that only an enemy hitter could love.

In seven appearances, Cleveland’s bullpen has 
given up nine hits and five walks and posted a 9.45 
earned-run average in 6 innings. The relievers 
also have allowed four home runs and hit two bat

ters.
Look on the bright side, 

you say. It’s only two games. 
Problem is, if the Indians’ 
bullpen continues on this 
course, there will be only two 
more before the season is 
over.

By contrast, New York 
relievers also have made 
seven appearances and 
yielded six hits and three 
walks in 9 innings. The 
Yankee bullpen has not given 
up a run.

Hargrove already is on 
record in saying that relief 
pitching will be the differ
ence in the series.

“With the offenses that

■ Cone a 
scratch for 
Sunday
■ Braves 
sweep 
Astros 
B-4

both teams have, it’s going to be tough (for the 
starting pitchers) to shut either one down,” the 
manager said. “So it’s going to come down to the 
strength of the bullpens.”

One thought that comes to mind: Will the team 
doctor have to sit next to Hargrove on the bench 
and monitor his blood pressure when a pitcher 
jogs in from the bullpen?

Even when the Indians defeated the Yankees, 7- 
5, Thursday night to tie the series, the bullpen put 
on a hair-raising performance, keeping the issue 
in doubt until the last swing of the bat in the ninth.

“I’m not jumping up and down with joy,” Har
grove said of his relievers. “The bullpen has strug
gled a little, but knowing their track record, I feel 
good about these guys.”

When Jaret Wright left after the sixth inning, 
New York was trailing, 7-3. But closer Jose Mesa

• See TRIBE, Page B-4

Bears
bop
’Skins

■ Margaretta goes 
back to basics to 
pound Port Clinton

By SETH DeROSE
Special to the R egister

CASTILIA — An angry Mar
garetta team came off the loss to 
Clyde with a vengeance, shutting 
Port Clinton 46-0 Friday night.

The 13th-ranked Polar Bears are 
now 5-1 on the season and 2-1 in the 
Sandusky Bay Conference.

“We went back to the basics, we 
simplified things, and it seemed to 
work for us,” said Margaretta head 
coach Don Wilson.

The basics was the running attack 
and the Bears rushed 38 times for a 
total of 301 yards.

“There was nothing we could do to 
stop their running game. They were 
just beating us everywhere on the 
field,” said Redskin head coach Ty 
Roth.

At the end of the first quarter, the 
Bears owned a slim lead of 7-0 on 
Aaron Justice’s run into the end-
zone.

‘There was nothing 
we could do to stop 
their running game. 
They were just 
beating us every
where on the field:’

—Ty Roth

The Bears then exploded in the 
second quarter for 21 unanswered 
points on touchdown runs from Tony 
Pooch, another Justice score, and a 
24-yard scamper on a fumble 
recovery by Josh Steffenhagen.

The Bears went into half-time with 
commanding lead of 28-0.

Nothing could go right for the 
Redskins who started the second 
half on their own 4-yard line.

The Redskins were forced to punt, 
but a roughing the kicker gave Port 
Clinton another chance.

The next play the Redskins fum
bled to give the ball right back to the 
Bears.

Josh Dauch converted on the Red
skin miscue to run in from 8-yards to 
give the Bears a 34-0 lead. The extra 
point attempt by Dane Bonnigson 
was blocked.

“We tried in the second half to get 
our passing game going, to boost our 
confidence, but we had to rely upon 
on running game,” said Wilson.

In the third quarter, B.J. Thomas 
hooked up with Jason Andres for a 4- 
yard score to put the Bears up 40-0 
after the extra point was blocked 
again.

Port Clinton fumbled the ensuing 
kick-off return to give the Bears good 
field position and another opportu
nity to score.

This time it was sophomore quar
terback Andy Keimer finding Nick 
Poles in the end-zone to put the 
Bears up 464).

“Margaretta is leaps and bounds 
ahead of us in their football program 
right now, and it is hard to build a 
football program losing 49-0 and 46- 
0. They gave it their best, and if their 
best is 46-0 then that’s what it is,” 
said Roth.

The Bears finished the night with 
17 first downs and 317 total yards.

The Redskins ended with nine first 
downs and 143 total yards of offense.
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Perkins back Ryan Brunner avoids Sean Needham (54) of Huron during their Sandusky Bay Conference show
down Friday at Perkins. The Pirates improved to 5-1 on the season with a 21 -14 win over the Tigers.

Pirates have ingredients 
for 21 -14 win over Huron
■ Pirates improve to 5-1 and sit in 
first place in the conference

By ED FOX
S ta ff  W riter

PERKINS TWP. — Having the right ingredients is 
most important in cooking.

Perkins first-year head coach Rocky Farlow has found 
the right mix and it has led to a 5-1 start and first place 
in the Sandusky Bay Conference with a 3-0 record.

The Pirates relied on a strong running game and a 
stingy defense for a 21-14 win over Huron, snapping an 
eight-game losing streak in the series between the two. 
Perkins had not beaten the Tigers since a 19-6 win in 
1988, also the last time the Pirates won the conference

title.
“Our defense saved me from making a stupid call,” 

said Farlow in reference to going with a quarterback 
sneak on fourth and goal at the Huron 1-yard line with 
5:31 to go in the contest.

The Pirates had enjoyed a great deal of success with 
the running tandem of junior Jason Green and sopho
more Jon Souter. Green gained 92 yards on 19 carries 
and Souter checked in with 86 on 13 attempts.

But, Farlow decided to go with the quarterback keeper 
on both third and fourth down shortly after Ryan 
Brunner had given the Pirates possession with a fumble 
recovery at the Huron 14-yard line.

The fumble occurred on the first play from scrim-
• See PIRATES, Page B-2

Eagles run 
by Plymouth

■ Monroeville rolls 
up 35-14 Homecoming 
win over Big Red

By JOBEE BILGEN
Special to the R egister

MONROEVILLE -T h e  Mon
roeville Eagle offense gave its home
coming crowd a good look at what it 
can do.

Steve Ringholz’s squad ran 67 
plays and controlled the clock for 
31:47 on way to a 35-14 rout of the Ply
mouth Big Red.

It was a well balanced attack led 
by a power running game featuring 
four running backs. Scott Benfer, a 
6-0 senior listed at 183 pounds, was 
the workhorse. He carried 18 times 
for 73 yards and three touchdowns.

Paul Drossman, a 153 pound 5-10 
junior, handled the pigskin 10 times 
for 64 yards and a score. Aaron 
Parker and Jon Roeder each carried 
eight times for 38 and 27 yards 
respectively.

“We’ve been spreading it around 
all year (in the backfield) because

we have some talented people and 
we’re trying to utilize all of them,” 
said Ringholz.

Eagle senior quarterback Chad 
Ackerman played a nice game as 
well. Before twisting a knee, which 
has been problematic since week 
three, he completed 12 of 14 passes 
for 189 yards. His favorite target was 
senior split end Brad Smith. The pair 
hooked up 5 times for 77 yards.

“They were making it hard for us 
to run, so we took advantage of that 
by throwing. Chad is doing an excel
lent job and the receivers are run
ning great routes,” said Ringholz. 
“He (Ackerman) has had a knee 
problem which I hope he just re
aggravated.”

Monroeville (6-0,3-0) opened the 
scoring on its first possession. The 
Eagles went 70 yards in nine plays 
and chewed up 4:45 on the scoring 
drive. Ackerman went three of three 
on the drive for 23 yards and Benfer 
carried four times for 11 yards (the 
final three going for a score).

• See EAGLES, Page B-2
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Cleveland shortstop Omar Vizquel gets a visit from his son Nico, 2, 
during the team workout at Jacobs Field Friday. The Indians play the 
Yankees tonight in Game 3 of the American League Division Series.

Defense 
keys SHS
to victory
■ Blue Streaks only 
allow 99 yards offense 
in 31-0 victory over 
Toledo Whitmer

By TIM HARMON
Special to the Register

TOLEDO — Sandusky’s football 
team met another member of the 
Great Lakes League Friday night, 
and the defense led the introduction.

The Blue Streaks shut out host 
Toledo Whitmer, 31-0, and limited the 
Panthers to only 99 yards in total 
offense.

“Our 
defense was
outstanding all H  Bellevue 
night long. We 7
tackled well upset by
and we ran to Galion
the football
well and we H Norwalk
also played rallies by
great pass , ,  J
defense,” Upper
coach Larry -  Edjson
Cook said after "  ca ,b o n
the third gives the
league win in Rockets
as many
games. San- a  scare
dusky and Fre- n o
mont Ross are
tied for the
lead.

Three second half interceptions 
preserved the shutout. Shonsai 
Aaron returned the second 55 yards 
for a touchdown after defensive back 
Darcel Irby’s jarring tackle on tight 
end John Kozak separated him from 
the ball. Aaron flashed across for the 
theft and was off to the races.

“It was really pleasing to see the 
defense get a shutout because 
they’ve played well all season. We

have a list of defensive objectives on 
the board. No. 1 is to win and No. 2 is 
a shutout. That will never change,” 
Cook explained.

Sandusky’s offense really wasn’t 
that sharp.

However, the Streaks struck twice 
on the first play from scrimmage. 
On both occasions it was quarter
back Jeremy Newell darting into the 
end zone on perfectly executed 
option plays.

The first score came on a 40-yard 
run following a Whitmer punt. It took 
Newell 10 seconds to bolt the dis
tance and Mike Poeschl added the 
extra point. That came with 4:24 left 
in the first period.

The second touchdown covered 
just seven yards. That came with 2:49 
remaining in the first half and fol
lowed a muffed punt attempt by the 
Panthers who were put in the hole 
when Sandusky punter Jason Zess 
boomed one 58 yards to get his team 
out of trouble. Whitmer started at its 
own 26 and T. J. Wilson went back to 
punt from his own 18. A poor snap 
from center created a rush for the 
free ball which was finally downed 
at the seven.

Newell took it in on the next play.
The Streaks tacked on three more 

points with 15 seconds left before 
intermission as Poeschl booted his 
sixth field goal of the season, a 
school record. That w’as set up by a 
screen pass for 12 yards and another 
Newell run of 13 yards. The Streaks 
drove 42 yards for the score.

The special teams also have fig
ured predominantly in Sandusky’s 
success. A case in point was the long 
punt by Zess that really led to a San
dusky score.

Irby, a threat to score any time he 
touches the ball, rambled 61 yards 

• See SHS, Page B-l
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Monroeville’s Paul Drossman (left) celebrates with teammates after scoring a touchdown in the second quarter 
against Plymouth Friday night at Marsh Field. The Eagles went on to score a 35-14 victory over the Big Red.


