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U.S. trails after first day of Ryder Cup
Heroics by Wad kins, Pavin not enough in deficit

Dallas Morning News

SUTTON COLDFIELD, England -  The long 
opening day of the 30th Ryder Cup matches 
started with a fog delay and ended with a sus
pension due to darkness. In between, heroes 
were hatched, reputations were furthered, a 
few stars faltered and drama and skill levels 
soared.

And the Europeans led. Slightly, 4-3.
“ Once we are in front,”  said Ian Woosnam of 

Wales, part of two winning matches, “ we shall 
be hard to stop.”

The European team won four of the two-man 
pairings, the Americans won three, and the 
most thrilling match, featuring the birdie duel
ing of Nick Faldo and Paul Azinger in best ball, 
was tied after 17 holes when halted by darkness. 
Azinger, paired with Fred Couples, made six 
birdies, and Faldo, grouped with Colin Montgo
merie, made seven.

There were standouts on both sides: for the 
Europeans, Seve Ballesteros and partner Jose 
Maria Olazabal, rookie Peter Baker and Faldo; 
for the Americans, Lanny Wadkins of Dallas 
and partner Corey Pavin, Tom Kite of Austin 
and partner Davis Love III, and Azinger.

“ Great” was the adjective of the day.
“ A great, great day of intense, competitive 

golf,”  U.S. captain Tom Watson said. “ This is 
what the Ryder Cup is all about.”

And his team was behind.
“ The standard of play is very high on both 

sides,”  said Ballesteros, who with Olazabal 
played 15 holes of afternoon best ball in an 
amazing 11 under par.

Wadkins and Pavin teamed for two of the 
Americans’ three victories. They romped, 4-3, 
in morning alternate shot play, winning five 
consecutive holes during a stretch in which 
Mark James and Sam Torrance made four

bogeys. In afternoon best ball, Pavin made six 
birdies in 16 holes in leading a 4-and-2 victory 
against Bernhard Langer and Barry Lane.

“ I just put the whip to him and let him go,” 
Wadkins said of Pavin. who made four birdies 
on Nos. 11-16. the first three in the 10-foot range. 
“ Corey said in the morning that he couldn’t read 
the greens, but I told him, ‘Don’t worry, I can 
read them.’ I read his putts and he made every 
one.”

Watson was thankful. “ Corey Pavin and Lan
ny Wadkins were the heroes of the American 
team.” he said.

The sides split the four morning alternate- 
shot matches. Kite-Love delivered the other 
U.S. victory, defeating Ballesteros-Olazabal, 2 
and 1. Europe got its morning victories from 
Langer and Woosnam, who drilled Azinger and 
Payne Stewart, 7 and 5, and Faldo and Colin 
Montgomerie, who beat slumping Fred Couples 
and Raymond Floyd, 4 and 3. Stewart and 
Azinger played pitifully, losing the first three 
holes with bogeys and bogeying seven of the 13 
holes.

The Spaniards had entered their alternate- 
shot match against Kite-Love with a 9-1-2 record 
when paired together in Ryder Cup play, includ
ing 5-0-1 in alternate shot.

“ We played perfect golf and still lost,”  Olaza
bal said.

In losing, they made no bogeys, but fell 
because Kite-Love made four birdies and an 
eagle. The key to the match came at Nos. 9-10. 
At the ninth, Kite made a seven-foot putt for a 
tying par after Ballesteros made a 20-footer. At 
the par-4,249-yard 10th, whose green is guarded 
by water, Kite hit the shot of the day a 3-wood 
tee shot to within five feet of the cup after Bal
lesteros laid up with a 9-iron. After Ballesteros 
sank a 10-footer for birdie, Love rolled in the 
five-footer for eagle, putting his team 2-up.

“ A brave decision by Kite,”  European cap
tain Bernard Gallacher said. “ I couldn’t believe 
it. But Tom Kite is a lot like Nick Faldo. He’s 
mechanical, and when he’s on, he just goes for 
it without seeing any trouble around.”

The Spaniards, though, gained revenge in the 
afternoon, beating Kite-Love by 4 and 3 in best 
ball. In the 15 holes, the winners made an amaz
ing nine birdies, including five by Olazabal. 
Kite-Love lost despite making birdies oh six 
holes. The key hole was 13, where the Spaniards 
went 3-up when Olazabal chipped in and Love 
missed a five-foot birdie putt.

“ There is no way 11 under for 15 holes can be 
improved,”  said Ballesteros.

Baker delivered Europe’s other best-ball vic
tory. Paired with Woosnam, Baker made six 
birdies, including a decisive 20-footer at 18, in a 
1-up victory, against rookies Jim  Gallagher Jr., 
who played well, and U.S. Open champion Lee 
Janzen, whose putting was off.

The stirring best-ball match between Azinger- 
Couples and Faldo-Montgomerie was to be con
tinued on the 18th tee early Saturday. Each 
team birdied nine of the 17 hoies Friday, halving 
five holes with birdies. On the back nine, Azing
er made all four of the U.S. birdies, three at 
holes 14-16, and Faldo all four of the European 
birdies, at Nos. 13-15 and 17.

Faldo chipped in twice for birdies, for victory 
at No. 7 and for a halve at 14 after Azinger hit 
his approach shot stiff.

In near darkness at 17, Faldo made a five-foot 
birdie putt to win the hole and tie the match. 
Azinger and Couples missed birdie putts of sev
en and 12 feet, respectively.

“ They topped us on every hole it seemed,” 
Azinger said. “ We’d make a birdie and then 
they’d make one of top of us.”

“ One of the great matches ever,” said Faldo, 
not known for overstatement.

Cougars stun Eagles in Firelands Conference opener
MONROEVILLE -  Monroe

ville’s bid for back-to-back Fire
lands Conference titles received a 
big jolt Friday night.

The Eagles were unable to hold 
on to a 13-0 first quarter lead at 
Marsh Field, allowing Ashland 
Crestview to rally for a 27-20 victo
ry in the first league game for both 
teams.

It was the just the second win in 
four outings for the Cougars, who 
had dropped five in a row to Mon
roeville.

The Eagles, who came into the 
contest with a perfect 3-0 mark and 
ranked 16th in the first Division V 
state poll, appeared to have con
trol in the game in the first quar
ter.

Kevin Fries gave Monroeville 
the lead with a 1-yard run and Matt 
Tyler booted the extra point with 
5:03 left in the period. Fries put 
more points on the board four min
utes later with a 15-yard scoring 
strike to Brett Jones that opened 
up the 13-0 lead.

Crestview answered with an 11- 
yard Kevin Meeting run early in 
the second period and a 26-yard 
touchdown bomb from Meeting to 
Rob Beatty with one minute left in 
the half.

But both extra point attempts 
failed and the Eagles took the slim 
13-12 lead in at the intermission.

The lead changed hands three 
times over the next 12 minutes 
with Jake Landis putting the Cou
gars on top with a 17-yard touch
down reception from Meeting and 
Monroeville recapturing the 
advantage with 1:33 left in the 
quarter on a 1-yard Jones run. The 
senior back rushed for 44 yards on 
six carries.

But Crestview delivered the 
knockout punch with 12 seconds 
left in the stanza when Meeting 
hooked up with Beatty on a 22-yard 
touchdown strike and Beatty 
added the two-point conversion to 
end the scoring.

Meeting’s work at quarterback 
proved to be the difference as he 
hit 14 of 25 passes for 267 yards

while the Eagles had just 116 yards 
through the air. The Cougars 
owned a 347-218 edge in total yard
age for the game and allowed them 
to overcome four interceptions 
and a fumble.

Monroeville will try to get back 
on track Friday night at South 
Central while Crestview will go for 
its third straight win at home 
against St. Paul.

St. Paul 
Mapleton

42
13

NOVA — St. Paul made a power
ful opening statement to the rest of 
the Firelands Conference.

The Flyers kicked off their title 
defense with an overpowering 42- 
13 performance against Mapleton 
at Nova Friday night.

St. Paul, now 3-1 overall, opened 
the scoring midway through the 
first period and never stopped 
until it owned a 42-0 lead heading 
into the final 12 minutes. The visi
tors also rolled up a 314-229 edge in 
total yardage by holding a 171-91 
advantage in rushing yards.

Sean Daley got the Flyers on the 
scoreboard with 7:15 left in the 
first quarter when he pulled down 
a 12-yard touchdown strike from 
John Rossman and Ryan Baltes 
added the first of six consecutive 
extra point kicks.

It was Scott Endsley’s turn just 
over two minutes later as he took 
a Rossman offering 37 yards for a 
score while John Good raced 52 
yards with a third Rossman toss 
that opened up a 21-0 first quarter 
lead.

Good rushed for a five yard 
touchdown late in the second quar
ter as St. Paul took a 28-0 halftime 
edge, then added scoring runs of 
two and three yards in the third 
period as the visitors pulled out to 
their commanding 42-0 advantage.

Kevin Cline finally got the 
Mounties on the scoreboard early 
in the final period with a one yard 
run, then he hit Ben Hartman with 
a 40-yard touchdown strike with 11 
seconds left.

The Flyers are back on the road 
Friday with a trip to Ashland 
Crestview while Mapleton visits 
Western Reserve._______________

Plymouth 34
South Central 8
PLYMOUTH -  Rick Reeder 

threw' four touchdown passes 
including a pair of scoring tosses 
to Greg Davis as Plymouth 
downed South Central, 34-8, in the 
Firelands Conference opener Fri
day night.

The two hooked up on a 15-yard 
scoring play in the first period and 
Davis added the point after for a 7- 
0 lead.

But, it was shortlived as South 
Central (1-3 overall) came right 
back on a 12-yard touchdown pass 
from Chad French to Brandon 
Oney and French ran for the con
version and an 8-7 lead.

But, it was all Plymouth (2-2 
overall) from that point on.

The Big Red scored a trio of 
touchdowns in the second quarter, 
all on passes from Reeder, who

completed 11 of 23 for 142 yards.
Plymouth went ahead, 13-8, on a 

13-yard touchdown pass from 
Reeder to Quinn Sexton. That was 
followed by an 18-yard scoring toss 
from Reeder to Davis and a seven- 
yard strike from Reeder to Brian 
Loehn. Davis also converted after 
the second score of the period as 
the Big Red had a commaning 26- 
8 lead at intermission.

In the third quarter, the hosts 
added a safety and closed out the 
scoring with a 44-yard touchdown 
jaunt by Bryon Bailey, who was 
also the game’s leading rusher 
with 78 yards on nine carries.

New London 46 
Western Reserve 6
NEW LONDON — New London 

broke open a close game in the sec
ond period and went on to claim a 
46-6 victory over neighboring 
Western Reserve in the Firelands 
Conference opener Friday night.

The Wildcats, 3-1 overall, held a 
slim 3-0 lead after the first quarter 
with the only scoring coming on a

37-yard field goal by Jay Raphael.
But, they came back with a pair 

of big plays to highlight a 16-point 
second period.

Tyler Biddinger raced to paydirt 
from 24 yards away and Jimmy 
Houghtlen followed with a 62-yard 
scoring run. Raphael, who tacked 
on the PAT after the Biddinger 
score, added a 27-yard field goal 
and the Wildcats were in front, 19- 
0, at the half.

Western Reserve, 0-4 and off to 
its worst start since an identical 0- 
4 beginning in 1976, got on the 
board with a 52-yard run by Ryan 
Bomar, cutting the New London 
lead to 19-6.

But, the Wildcats answered with 
a pair of scores in the same period 
as Josh Pack scored on an 18-yard 
run and Houghtlen scored on a 35- 
yard run. Raphael added both con
versions and the Wildcats took a 
33-6 lead into the final period.

In the final quarter, Houghtlen 
scored his third touchdown of the 
game on a 63-yard run and

Raphael converted. Then, Bill 
Speicher closed out the scoring 
with a 38-yard run to paydirt for 
the final 46-6 score.

Get Ready fòt FALL 
GARAGE DOORS & 

ELECTRIC OPENERS 
TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Onl,«30°°
Includes: adjusting springs, oiling 
all moving parts, check & tighten 

nuts & bolts.
Um lted  T im e ONLYt

512 52nd St., Sandusky
(419)627-9920
1(800)795-DOOR

g   --1

Your York 
dealer 
is a 
man 
for all 
seasons.
Ask a friend about 
Hohler Sheet Metal

X

Let your York dealer check your 
current gas heating system to 
make sure it’s running properly. 
You’ll save money on natural 
gas and avoid costly repairs 
later. Or, if you need to replace 
your system, your York dealer 
can recommend a high- 
efficiency gas unit that will keep 
saving you money well into the 
21st Century.

SiYORK
He3:mg and Air Conditioning 

LET US niNEAJP YOUR FURNACE FOR WINTER

FALL HEATING CHECK-UP JUST
$43°°

à
FREE

ESTIMATES

COLUMBIA GAS
Saving Energy. Saving the Environment

HOHLER
M E T A L

Corner of 
W. W ater & Decatur St. 

Sandusky

i K E K B S M l S l i E obiers Servi

625-7474
M № E E n m !E & s m

f o r  a  d e a l ? * * ]

STOP IN AND SEE OUR NEW 
FALL UNE OF HUNTING APPAREL!

•Hats 
•Gloves 
•Face Masks 
•Gaters 
•Bags 
•Packs 
•T-Shirts 
•Coats 
Jackets 

•Sweatshirts 
•Pants 
•Bibs
•Rain Gear

Available In: 
•Green Camo 
•Trebark 
•Brown 

Realtree 
•Grey 
Realtree 

•Mossy Oak 
•Mossy Oak 
Tree Stand 

•Silent Leaf 
Camo

ttommcn.ftiibeA.’ò
TRADE AND SPORTS OUTFITTERS

Safety Shoes for 
Men & Ladies in Stock

Red Wing 
Carolina 
Chippewa 
Danner 
Walker 
Gorgia 
Wolverine 
Ranger 
Lake of the 

Woods 
Rocky 
Sperry 
Timberland 
Clarks 
Double H 
Durango 
Dingo 
ACME 
Tony Lama

SANDUSKY
Rt. 250 Milan Rd. 
Hull Corner Plaza
626-0193

Check out our everyday 
Low, Low Sale Prices!

NORWALK
210 Milan Ave.
668-9417

American Cory Pavin lines up a putt on No. 11 during Ryder 
, Cup competition at the Belfrey Friday. Pavin and partner Lan

ny Wadkins teamed up for two of the three U.S. victories on 
the first day of action. Europe holds a 4-3 lead in the series 
that was halted by darkness.


